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Many thanks to our generous sponsors. 
 
  
 
 
CONFERENCE SCHEDULE 
March 1-3, 2019 - University of South Dakota - Vermillion, SD 
Register Here 
 
 
Friday, March 1, 2019 - USD Lee Medical Building 
2:00 - 4:30 PM Registration: Lee Medical Building  
2:30 - 4:30 PM Campus Lab Tours (pre-registration required) 
● Biology/Chemistry Labs Tour (limited to 15) 
● Biomedical/Health Sciences Labs Tour (limited to 20) 
6:00 - 8:00 PM Dinner on your own - Downtown Vermillion 
8:00 - 10:00 PM Student Social Night - USD’s Native American Cultural Center 
 
Saturday, March 2, 2019 - USD Muenster University Center (MUC) Ballroom 
8:00 - 8:45 AM Breakfast  
9:00 - 10:00 AM Opening Ceremony & Keynote Featuring:  
Abigail Echo-Hawk, MA (Pawnee) 
Director, Urban Indian Health Institute  
Chief Research Officer, Seattle Indian Health Board 
10:00 - 10:15 AM Break 
10:15 - 11:15 AM Breakout Sessions (see pages 4-5) 
11:30 AM - 12:45 PM Lunch (see page 6 for special simulation session)  
Professional Portraits:  
Free for students; traditional dress/regalia welcome 
1:00 - 1:30 PM Student Panel (see page 7) 
1:45 - 2:45 PM Breakout Sessions (see pages 8-9) 
2:45 - 3:00 PM Break 
3:00 - 5:00 PM Caucus/ Elections/ Group Picture 
5:00 - 6:00 PM Free time 
6:00 - 8:00 PM Closing Ceremony & Traditional Foods Banquet Featuring:  
DenYelle Kenyon, PhD - ​Associate Scientist, Population  
Health, Sanford Research 
Kimberly Tilsen-Brave Heart (Oglala Lakota) - ​Head  
Chef, Et-i-quette Catering Company 
 
Sunday, March 3, 2018 - USD Native American Cultural Center 
8:30 - 10:00 AM Farewell Breakfast - Native American Cultural Center 
 
1 
  
 
 
 
Welcome to the University of South Dakota 
Conference Locations 
 
 
 
 
Friday, March 1: 2:00 - 4:30 pm 
Conference Registration & Lab Tours 
Lee Medical Building Atrium 
414 E Clark St  Vermillion, SD  
*Parking passes available at registration 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Saturday, March 2:  8:00 am - 8:00 pm 
Conference & Banquet 
Muenster University Center (MUC) Ballroom 
2nd Floor 
349-499 E Cherry St   Vermillion, SD 
*Please park in A lots 
 
 
 
 
Friday, March 1: 8:00 - 10:00 pm 
Student Social Night 
Sunday, March 3: 8:30 - 10:00 am 
Farewell Breakfast 
Native American Cultural Center (NACC) 
411 E Clark St    Vermillion, SD 
*Please park on street or in A lots 
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Opening Ceremony 
Saturday, March 2   9:00 - 10:00 AM  
MUC Ballroom  
 
PRAYER  
Gene D. Thin Elk (Sicangu Lakota) - ​Retired Director of USD’s Native American Student 
Services  
 
WELCOME  
Sydney (Syd) Schad (Mnicoujou Lakota) - ​Region V Representative & USD AISES 
Co-President  
Alexandra (Alex) Dolezal (Crow Creek Sioux) - ​USD AISES Co-President 
 
KEYNOTE ADDRESS 
Abigail Echo-Hawk, MA (Pawnee) - ​Director, Urban Indian 
Health Institute &  
Chief Research Officer, Seattle Indian Health Board 
 
Abigail Echo-Hawk, MA (Pawnee), she was born in the heart 
of Alaska where she was raised in the traditional values of 
giving, respect for all and love. Ms. Echo-Hawk currently 
serves as the Director of the Urban Indian Health Institute, 
and the Chief Research Officer at the Seattle Indian Health 
Board. Urban Indian Health Institute is a Tribal Epidemiology 
Center that serves tribal people currently living off tribal 
lands nationwide. In addition, in UIHI’s role as the National 
Coordinating Center for Good Health and Wellness in Indian 
Country, she also works with approximately 100 tribal 
nations. Her work incorporates these core principles and 
activities: engagement and participation of community partners; research and evaluation on 
health, healthcare, and other community priorities; education, training, and capacity-building for 
Native people, including researchers, students, and communities; infrastructure development; 
technical assistance; and sharing results in a way that recognizes and respects the unique 
cultural contexts of American Indian and Alaska Native people. In these roles she also works 
with American Indian and Alaska Native tribes and organizations to identify health research 
priorities and with health researchers to ensure research is done in a manner that respects tribal 
sovereignty and is culturally appropriate. 
 
3 
  
 
 
Morning Breakout Sessions 
Saturday, March 2  
10:15 - 11:15 AM  
 
MUC 211A 
PATHWAY TO A HEALTHCARE CAREER 
Gerald (Jerry) Yutrzenka, PhD  
Associate Dean of Diversity & Inclusion 
Sanford School of Medicine, University of South Dakota 
 
Learning Objectives: 
·  Describe the scope of careers in health care 
·  Share the importance of professionalism, job shadowing, and volunteer experiences  
   that will help you become a successful candidate when applying to health professional  
   programs  
·  Describe the academic pathways for health professionals  
·  Provide an overview of the application process for health professional programs 
 
MUC 211 
BEING A RESEARCH SCIENTIST  
Scot Ouellette, PhD 
Associate Professor, Department of Pathology and Microbiology  
University of Nebraska Medical Center 
Jeff Wesner, PhD 
Assistant Professor, Department of Biology, University of South Dakota 
 
Learning Objectives: 
·  Describe what it takes to have a career in scientific research 
·  Share the process of applying to graduate school in the sciences 
·  Share ways to get involved in research 
·  Describe the role of a research scientist and a ‘day in the life’ 
·  Share potential careers for research scientists 
  
 
 
CONTINUED 
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Morning Breakout Sessions, cont’d 
Saturday, March 2  
10:15 - 11:15 AM 
 
MUC Ballroom A 
CARE IN UNCONVENTIONAL AND UNDERSERVED ENVIRONMENTS: A SIMULATION OF 
MEDICAL ISSUES CONFRONTING THE GLOBAL HEALTH PROFESSIONAL  
Walter Franz, MD 
Consultant, Mayo Clinic 
Andrew Harrison, MD, PhD 
Research Fellow, Mayo Clinic  
Julia Pinevich, MD 
Research Fellow, Mayo Clinic 
 
You are invited to visit a Mayo Clinic simulation environment for learning.  You can visit with 
care providers and staff, get a “behind the scenes” view of technology used in health care 
delivery, and have hands-on experiences with a team in a simulated emergency scenario.  Led 
by very experienced facilitators, these exercises provide an opportunity to experience how a 
health care response team must work together in a crisis.  In this very supportive environment, 
learners will be encouraged to serve "patients" with a variety of health concerns, work with 
mannequins and medical equipment, work as a team to support each other, and explore many 
different health conditions. 
  
MUC 216 
CULTURAL ARTS SESSION 
Inkpa Mani (Sisseton Wahpeton Oyate Dakota/ Tarahumara/ Mexica) 
USD Student and AISES Member, Major: BFA in Painting  
 
This experiential session explores the history and meaning of Oc'eti S'akowin designs. 
Participants will learn about designs based on quill work, bead work, and rawhide paintings. 
Designs will be available to color and take home. 
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Special Lunch Session (optional) 
Saturday, March 2 
12:00 - 12:45 PM 
 
MUC Ballroom A  
CARE IN UNCONVENTIONAL AND UNDERSERVED ENVIRONMENTS: A SIMULATION OF 
MEDICAL ISSUES CONFRONTING THE GLOBAL HEALTH PROFESSIONAL  
Walter Franz, MD 
Consultant, Mayo Clinic 
Andrew Harrison, MD, PhD 
Research Fellow, Mayo Clinic  
Julia Pinevich, MD 
Research Fellow, Mayo Clinic 
 
You are invited to visit a Mayo Clinic simulation environment for learning.  You can visit with 
care providers and staff, get a “behind the scenes” view of technology used in health care 
delivery, and have hands-on experiences with a team in a simulated emergency scenario.  Led 
by very experienced facilitators, these exercises provide an opportunity to experience how a 
health care response team must work together in a crisis.  In this very supportive environment, 
learners will be encouraged to serve "patients" with a variety of health concerns, work with 
mannequins and medical equipment, work as a team to support each other, and explore many 
different health conditions. 
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Student Pathways Panel 
Saturday, March 2 
1:00 - 1:30 PM 
 
MUC BALLROOM  
Jessi Bean (Choctaw) - ​USD AISES Member 
Degree Program: BS in Social Work and BA in Native American Studies 
Future Plans: Teach for America South Dakota 
 
Alexandra (Alex) Dolezal (Crow Creek Sioux) - ​USD AISES Co-President 
Degree Program: MS in Basic Biomedical Sciences 
Future Plans: Applying to medical schools as well as Ph.D. programs this summer 
 
Inkpa Mani (Sisseton Wahpeton Oyate Dakota/ Tarahumara/ Mexica) 
Degree Program: BFA in Painting and Dakota Language Teaching Certificate  
Future Plans: Earn an MFA in Painting and become a Professor 
 
Sydney (Syd) Schad (Mnicoujou Lakota)  
Degree Program: BS in Health Sciences and Minor in Public Health 
Future Plans: Will be a Masters of Public Health candidate at Columbia University Mailman 
School of Public Health in Population Health and Health and Human Rights in Fall 2019 
 
Chelsea Wesner, MPH, MSW (Choctaw)​ ​- USD AISES Advisor and Panel Facilitator 
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Afternoon Breakout Sessions  
Saturday, March 2 
1:45 - 2:45 PM 
 
 
MUC 216 
STRESS MANAGEMENT TIPS AND TRICKS FOR STUDENTS  
Regina Emily Robbins, PhD (Cherokee) 
Assistant Professor, Department of Health Promotion 
College of Public Health, University of Nebraska Medical Center 
 
School can be overwhelming, at times. Come chill out in this session and learn practices that 
can help you find balance in the classroom and in life. In this session we will: 1) play games and 
practice tricks to help us focus attention and rest in awareness and 2) learn how and why these 
practices can help manage stress and support academic success. 
 
MUC 211A 
UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH OPPORTUNITIES IN CONSERVATION AND 
SUSTAINABILITY 
Geoffrey Gray-Lobe 
Former Sustainable RIVER Participant 
 
Finding and applying for summer research positions can be a daunting challenge, but the 
rewards are well worth the effort. We will explore some of the wide range of projects available 
and discuss effective methods for increasing the odds of landing competitive positions. 
Attendees will leave the session with a list of specific projects tailored to their individual 
research interests. For more information, please contact: ​Sustainability@usd.edu​.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CONTINUED 
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Afternoon Breakout Sessions, cont’d  
Saturday, March 2    1:45 - 2:45 PM 
 
MUC 211  
OPPORTUNITIES IN HEALTH CARE AND HEALTH RESEARCH 
Misty S. Pocwierz-Gaines 
Cancer Research Doctoral Program Coordinator 
Fred & Pamela Buffett Cancer Center, Eppley Institute for Research in Cancer 
University of Nebraska Medical Center 
Cancer will affect most of us at some point in our lives. Treating cancer requires a wide variety 
of skill sets. There are oncologists (doctors that specialize in cancer treatment) and nurses, but 
beyond them there are a host of other individuals. There are people researching every aspect of 
the disease from the cause of it, to the way and reason that it spreads and the development of 
new and better drugs to treat it, and more. We will discuss 1) the way that cancer affects Native 
Communities 2) research that is happening at UNMC 3) discuss experiences and opportunities 
available through the YES! Program for high school students, undergraduates and high school 
teachers and 4) what it is like to be a graduate students at UNMC.  This will be an engaging and 
interactive discussion. 
MUC Ballroom A 
CARE IN UNCONVENTIONAL AND UNDERSERVED ENVIRONMENTS: A SIMULATION OF 
MEDICAL ISSUES CONFRONTING THE GLOBAL HEALTH PROFESSIONAL  
Walter Franz, MD 
Consultant, Mayo Clinic 
Andrew Harrison, MD, PhD 
Research Fellow, Mayo Clinic  
Julia Pinevich, MD 
Research Fellow, Mayo Clinic 
 
You are invited to visit a Mayo Clinic simulation environment for learning.  You can visit with 
care providers and staff, get a “behind the scenes” view of technology used in health care 
delivery, and have hands-on experiences with a team in a simulated emergency scenario.  Led 
by very experienced facilitators, these exercises provide an opportunity to experience how a 
health care response team must work together in a crisis.  In this very supportive environment, 
learners will be encouraged to serve "patients" with a variety of health concerns, work with 
mannequins and medical equipment, work as a team to support each other, and explore many 
different health conditions. 
 
 
9 
  
 
Closing Ceremony & Traditional Foods Banquet 
Saturday, March 2   6:00 - 8:00 pm  
MUC Ballroom  
 
PRAYER  
Inkpa Mani (Sissiton Wahpeton Oyate Dakota/ Tarahumara/ Mexica) 
USD Fine Arts Painting Major & USD AISES Member/Student Leader 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS AND INTRODUCTIONS  
Sydney (Syd) Schad (Mnicoujou Lakota) - ​Region V Representative & USD AISES 
Co-President  
Alexandra (Alex) Dolezal (Crow Creek Sioux) - ​USD AISES Co-President 
 
REGION V SEQUOYAH MEMBERSHIP AWARD 
Presented by North Star AISES Alliance and Professional Chapter (NSAAP)  
Mark Bellcourt, EdD (White Earth)​ - University of Minnesota & Member of NSAAP 
 
TRADITIONAL FOODS PRESENTATION 
Kimberly Tilsen-Brave Heart (Oglala Lakota)​ - ​Head Chef, Et-i-quette Catering Company 
See following page 
 
KEYNOTE ADDRESS 
DenYelle Kenyon, PhD​ - ​Associate Scientist, Population Health, Sanford Research 
See following page 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CONTINUED 
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Closing Ceremony & Traditional Foods Banquet 
Saturday, March 2   6:00 - 8:00 pm  
MUC Ballroom 
 
 
TRADITIONAL FOODS PRESENTATION 
Kimberly Tilsen-Brave Heart (Oglala Lakota)​ - 
Head Chef, Et-i-quette Catering Company 
 
Kimberly Tilsen-Brave Heart is an enrolled citizen of 
the Oglala Lakota Nation of the Pine Ridge Indian 
Reservation in South Dakota and small business 
woman entrepreneur of Painted Skye Management 
and Executive Chef of Et-i-quette Catering 
Company. She is a 6​th​ generation entrepreneur 
proud to be apart of the Tanka Bar family. Kimberly 
is an entrepreneurship and economic development 
specialist, helping assist in the launch of over 187 
small businesses throughout the country. 
Kimberly has an entrepreneurial spirit and utilizes 
innovative ideas with her superior business instincts 
and drive to create sustainable change. Kimberly along with her husband Brandon Brave Heart 
launched an Indigenous catering company in 2018. Utilizing their Indigenous food knowledge 
and leveraging food sovereignty to highlight the cuisine of our region. 
Kimberly is an official Tedx Talk presenter for 2018,  was selected as regional OTA Trailblazer 
fellow 2016. Highlighting the innovators of our region. She was also elected as a prestigious 
participant of the Bush Foundation's Native Nation Rebuilders Fellowship Program.  Kimberly 
was honored with the selection as the Native American Instructor of the SBA e200 Executive 
Management Training for the state of South Dakota.  She is the co-founder of the South Dakota 
Indian Business Alliance, she also serves as co-chair of the Arts & Culture board for the city of 
Rapid City.  The award she holds closest to her heart is the Pine Ridge Area Chamber of 
Commerce Entrepreneur of the Year Award from her home reservation. 
 
CONTINUED 
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Closing Ceremony & Traditional Foods Banquet 
Saturday, March 2   6:00 - 8:00 pm  
MUC Ballroom 
 
KEYNOTE ADDRESS 
DenYelle Kenyon, PhD​ - ​Associate Scientist, 
Population Health, Sanford Research 
 
Dr. Kenyon received a PhD in Family Studies 
and Human Development from the University of 
Arizona and completed a postdoctoral research 
fellowship in Adolescent Health at the University 
of Minnesota. She has a wealth of experience in 
leading research and training programs on 
increasing underrepresented students’ 
education, particularly with Native American 
students. She has focused on increasing 
educational attainment for underrepresented 
undergraduate students with research experiences for 8 years through the Summer 
Undergraduate Research Experience, with funding from the National Institutes of Health and 
National Science Foundation. A main focus of her research is understanding how Native 
students’ social support networks can predict their persistence in college. Another emphasis of 
her public health research is on teen pregnancy/STI prevention for American Indian youth, 
which has been funded by the National Institutes of Health and U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services. As a result, she led the development of My Journey, a culturally-informed 
curriculum focused on healthy decisions around sexual health for Native youth. She is the 
administrative lead for the Collaborative Research Center for American Indian Health, which 
brings together tribal communities, researchers from academic institutions, community 
organizations, service providers and healthcare systems, government agencies to interact in 
conducting cutting-edge transdisciplinary research with the goal of eliminating health and other 
disparities experienced by American Indians in the region. 
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PRESENTER CONTACT INFORMATION 
 
Abigail Echo-Hawk, MA (Pawnee) 
Urban Indian Health Institute  
abigaile@uihi.org  
 
Sydney (Syd) Schad (Mnicoujou Lakota) 
Region V Representative/USD AISES 
Sydney.Schad@coyotes.usd.edu  
 
Alexandra (Alex) Dolezal (Crow Creek 
Sioux) 
USD AISES 
Alex.Dolezal@coyotes.usd.edu  
 
Gerald (Jerry) Yutrzenka, PhD  
USD Sanford School of Medicine 
Gerald.Yutrzenka@usd.edu  
 
Scot Ouellette, PhD 
University of Nebraska Medical Center 
scot.ouellette@unmc.edu 
 
Jeff Wesner, PhD 
University of South Dakota 
jeff.wesner@usd.edu 
 
Mayo Clinic 
Primary Contact: Marie Dobson 
Dobson.Marie@mayo.edu  
 
 
 
 
 
Regina Emily Robbins, PhD (Cherokee) 
University of Nebraska Medical Center 
regina.robbins@unmc.edu  
 
Geoffrey Gray-Lobe 
Former Sustainable RIVER Participant 
Sustainability@usd.edu  
 
Misty S. Pocwierz-Gaines 
University of Nebraska Medical Center 
misty.pocwierz@unmc.edu  
 
Kimberly Tilsen-Brave Heart (Oglala 
Lakota)  
Et-i-quette Catering Company 
kim@etiquettecateringco.com 
 
DenYelle Kenyon, PhD  
Population Health, Sanford Research 
DenYelle.Kenyon@SanfordHealth.org  
  
Jessilynn (Jessi) Bean (Choctaw) 
USD AISES Member 
Jessilynn.Bean@coyotes.usd.edu 
 
Inkpa Mani (Sissiton Wahpeton/ 
Tarahumara/ Mexica) 
USD AISES Member 
Javier.LaraRuiz@coyotes.usd.edu  
 
Chelsea Wesner, MPH, MSW (Choctaw) 
University of South Dakota/USD AISES 
chelsea.wesner@usd.edu 
 
13 
